
UFC 178: Johnson vs Cariaso Paid Betting 
Picks 

From the most profitable MMA betting team in the world, thefightpredictor.com 

presents its paid-only UFC betting tips for your enjoyment and profit!  

 

  



Dustin Poirier vs Conor McGregor 
 

This awesome featherweight match-up between top 10 featherweights is one of the fights we are most 

excited for on the entire card.  On the one hand, you have a long time UFC vet in Dustin Poirier.  Poirier 

sports an overall record of 16-3 and is an impressive 9-3 across the UFC and WEC.  Poirier’s only UFC 

losses have come against top 10 guys, Cub Swanson and Chan Sung Jung.  McGregor, the proud 

Irishman, has an overall record of 15-2, but has only fought 3 times in the UFC.  None of his wins have 

been against guys who are currently ranked in the UFC’s top 15. 

Conor McGregor has to be one of the most overhyped UFC fighters and while it’s always great to have 

guys at the top who have a lot of personality, it also makes for some strange betting lines.  Realistically, 

Dustin Poirier is the best guy Conor McGregor has ever faced.  In addition and somewhat surprisingly 

given the number of UFC fights, McGregor is actually 1 year the elder of the two.  We think McGregor’s 

skills are overvalued based on his personality and Poirier seems to be consistently undervalued by the 

public.  With the line on Poirier at 3.50 meaning he only has to win 28.57% of the time, we definitely 

think there’s enough value to justify a bet. 

We placed a 2 unit bet on Poirier at 3.50 (+250). 

Cat Zingano vs Amanda Nunes 
 

This fight could quite possibly determine the next contender for Ronda Rousey’s belt.  Zingano is 32 

years old and sports and undefeated record of 8-0, but only 1 of those has been under the UFC banner.  

She has also had a year and a half layoff where she had knee surgery and her husband committed 

suicide.  Amanda Nunes is the younger of the two at 26 years old, but her record is slightly worse at 9-3.  

Inside the Octagon, Nunes has been dynamite in limited action with a 2-0 record with both fights ending 

in the first round. 

The fact that Zingano hasn’t fought in a year and a half is scary.  The fact that she went through both 

physical and emotional trauma makes it even more so.   Nunes has had a bit of a lay off herself, not 

fighting in about 10 months.  Add to that the fact that we have proven statistically that oddsmakers tend 

to overvalue career losses (i.e. having losses has a big effect on odds, but not a big effect on actual fight 

outcomes) and Nunes has more career losses.  Finally the line has gotten out of whack in our opinion 

and we think placing a bet on Nunes is a no-brainer. 

We placed a 2 unit bet on Nunes at 3.30 (+230). 

  



Dominick Cruz vs Takeya Mizugaki 
 

In another fight with a fighter coming off a long layoff, Dominick Cruz finally returns after just about 3 

full years without a fight due to various different injuries.  Cruz at one point was a dominant 

bantamweight champion with 4 straight defenses and a 19-1 overall record.  His opponent, Mizugaki is 

30 years old and has won 5 straight UFC contests.  Overally, Mizugaki is 20-7-2, but he has lost to a 

number of the top guys that Cruz beat/defended his title against. 

In this fight, a fully healthy 2010 Dominick Cruz winning is a given.  The fact that he hasn’t fought in 3 

years and has had several bad injuries makes the big underdog, Mizugaki, our play in this one. 

We placed a 2 unit bet on Mizugaki at 5.00 (+400).  

Patrick Cote vs Stephen Thompson 
 

The fight between Stephen Thompson and Patrick Cote in the welterweight division is one that Stephen 

Thompson should probably win.  In terms of the basics, Thompson is 31 with a record of 9-1 and a UFC 

record of 4-1.  Cote is 34 years old with an overall record of 20-8 and a UFC record of 7-8.  Since 

resigning most recently, Cote is 3-1, but that includes a DQ win over Alessio Sakara in a fight he probably 

should have lost. 

We can’t argue that Thompson doesn’t have a lot of advantages in this fight.  What we can argue is that 

Cote has value with the line over 4.00 (+300).  Sure Thompson has looked pretty good in his UFC career 

so far, but we would argue he has yet to beat anyone who is quite at the level of Cote.  Step ups in 

competition have proven historically to be very good betting opportunities and we think this is the case 

in Cote vs Thompson. 

We placed a 2 unit bet on Cote at 4.50 (+350). 

  



Manvel Gamburyan vs Cody Gibson 
 

33 year old Manvel Gamburyan will be the third Octagon opponent for 27 year old Cody Gibson.  Gibson 

is 12-4 overall, primarily fighting on the regional scene with a 1-1 record so far in the UFC.  Gamburyan 

on the other hand is somewhat of a UFC journeyman going 7-7 across the UFC and WEC and sitting at 

13-8 overall. 

As the underdog in this match-up, we think Gamburyan packs a lot of value.  He will be a decently big 

step up for Gibson and we think the public is overhyping Gibson based on his KO victory over Johnny 

Bedford.  The other thing about Gamburyan’s record that makes him a valuable guy to bet is the fact 

that the vast majority of his losses have come to really good competition.  He doesn’t tend to lose too 

much to the weaker guys and we see Gibson as a relatively weak guy in the UFC’s stacked bantamweight 

division. 

We placed a 2 unit bet on Gamburyan at 2.75 (+175). 

  



Full Bets 
 

Poirier over McGregor. 2 units at 3.50 (+250) at Pinnacle. 

Kennedy over Romero. 4 units at 2.30 (+130) at Pinnacle. 

Nunes over Zingano. 2 units at 3.30 (+230) at 5Dimes. 

Mizugaki over Cruz. 2 units at 5.00 (+400) at 5Dimes. 

Cote over Thompson. 2 units at 4.50 (+350) at 5Dimes. 

Gamburyan over Gibson. 2 units at 2.75 (+175) at BetOnline. 
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